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Agenda  

• Introduction to the National Network of Libraries of 

Medicine  

  

• NN/LM and HUD Neighborhood Networks Partnership 

 

• National Library of Medicine Resources 

 

 

 



National Network of Libraries of Medicine  

WE OFFER: 
 
Online Health Information - Reliable online 
resources for your health research needs: 
http://nnlm.gov/hip/ 

Free Training – For a list of classes see our 
website:  
http://nnlm.gov/training/ 

Funding – For projects to promote health 
information in your community: 
http://nnlm.gov/funding/ 
 
Outreach – Make a difference in the health of 
your community: 
http://nnlm.gov/outreach/ 

 
 
 

 
Join the network or find local resources by calling us at 1-800-338-7657.  

The NN/LM's goal is to enhance access to 
quality health information and enable 
people to make informed decisions about 
their health.  
 

http://nnlm.gov/hip/
http://nnlm.gov/training/
http://nnlm.gov/funding/
http://nnlm.gov/outreach/


8 Regions of NN/LM 

 
1. MidAtlantic  

 
2. Southeastern/Atlantic 

 
3. Greater Midwest 

 
4. MidContinental 

 

5. South Central 
 

6. Pacific Northwest 
 

7. Pacific Southwest 
 

8. New England 
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Your Coordinators 

(1) Middle Atlantic Region 
DE, NJ, NY, PA 

Helen Tannenbaum, MLS 
Outreach and Communications Coordinator 

(2) Southeastern/Atlantic Region 
AL, DC, FL, GA, MD, MS, NC, Puerto Rico,  
SC, TN, US Virgin Islands, VA, WV 

Nancy Patterson, MLS 
Community Outreach Coordinator 
 



Your Coordinators 
 

(3) Greater Midwest Region 
IL, IN, IA, KY, MI, MN, ND, OH, SD, WI 

Samanthi Hewakapuge, MLS 
Consumer Health Coordinator 
 

(4) MidContinental Region 
UT, CO, WY, KS, NE, MO 

State-by-State Model 
  Siobhan Champ-Blackwell 
   Community Outreach 

  Dana Abbey/Colorado 
   Consumer Health Liaison 
 



Your Coordinators 

 

(5) South Central Region 
AR, LA, NM, OK and TX 

Karen J. Vargas, MLS 
Consumer Health Outreach Coordinator 
 

 

(6) Pacific Northwest Region 
AK, ID, MT, OR, and WA 

Gail Kouame, MLS 
Consumer Health Coordinator 
 



Your Coordinators 
 

(7) Pacific Southwest Region 
AZ, CA, HI, NV, US-Associated Pacific Basin 

Kelli Ham, MLS 
Consumer Health Coordinator 
 

(8) New England Region 
CT, ME, MS, NH, RI, VT 

Michelle Eberle, MLS 
Consumer Health Coordinator 



NN/LM Membership 
http://nnlm.gov/services 

 
 

http://nnlm.gov/services


NN/LM Funded Outreach 



Success Stories 

NN/LM Greater Midwest Region 
Chicago, IL 
Heartland Alliance Refugee Health Programs 
Project:   New Americans Library and Internet 
Access Project 

NN/LM Southeastern/Atlantic Region 
Georgetown, SC 
Ma Flo’s Beauty Salon 
Project:  Ma Flo’s Health & Awareness 
Team 



Success Stories 

NN/LM New England Region 
Worcester, MA 
Central Massachusetts Area Health Education Center 
Project:   Outreach Worker Training Institute (OWTI) 

NN/LM South Central Region 
San Antonio, TX 
Edgewood Family Network 
Project:   Technology-Enhanced Community Neighborhood 
Organization 



NN/LM Classes 

 

 

 

 

 



Definition of Health Disparities 

 
• “Population-specific differences in the presence of disease, health 

outcomes, or access to health care.” 
 ~ Health Resources and Services Administration  
  (HRSA, DHHS) 

 

 
More information on Health Disparities:  
 
MedlinePlus – http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthdisparities.html 
  
CDC Office of Minority Health – http://www.cdc.gov/omhd/About/about.htm 
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Health Disparities  
 

Many factors contribute to racial/ethnic health disparities: 

– Socioeconomic status 
Education, employment, income 

– Lifestyle Behavior 
Physical activity and alcohol intake 

– Social Environment 
Educational and economic opportunities, racial/ethnic  
discrimination, neighborhood and work conditions 

– Access to Preventive Care 
Cancer Screening and vaccination 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5401a1.htm 
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    Community Outreach 

Excellent Resources for Getting Started and Going Strong: 
 
Public Libraries and Community Partners: Working together to provide health 
information - http://nnlm.gov/outreach/community 
  
Community Tool Box - http://ctb.ku.edu 
 
Healthy People Library Project - http://www.healthlit.org/index.htm 
  
Thrive - http://www.preventioninstitute.org/thrive/index.php -  
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NLM Consumer Health Resources 



MedlinePlus 
http://medlineplus.gov  

• Over 800 health topics  

• In English/Spanish 

• Drug and herbal 
supplement information 

• Videos  

• Health Check tools 

• Easy to Read Page 

• Magazine 

• Multiple Languages 

• Medical Dictionary & 
Encyclopedia 

• Health News 

http://medlineplus.gov/


NIH Senior Health 
http://nihseniorhealth.gov  

• Customized for older adults 

• Special features allow 
searcher to increase text size, 
turn on contract and speech 

• Senior specific health topics 

• Exercise stories 

• Videos 

• Trainers toolkit 

http://nihseniorhealth.gov/


Genetics Home Reference 
http://ghr.nlm.nih.gov  

• Health information for the 
public on genetic conditions 

• Help Me Understand 
Genetics Handbook 

• Information about specific 
genes related to disorders 

• Links to scientific literature 

http://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/


Household Products Database 
http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov  

• Information on over 10,000 
household products 

• Product, ingredient and 
health effects 

• Safety, handling, exposure 

• From Material Safety Data 
Sheets, manufacturers and 
product labels 

http://hpd.nlm.nih.gov/


National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine 
http://nccam.nih.gov  

NCCAM 

• What is CAM? 

• Be an informed consumer 

• Herbs at a Glance 

• Clinical Trials 

• For both consumer and 
health professional 

• Spanish too 

 

 

http://nccam.nih.gov/


ToxTown 
http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov  

 

• Interactive, educational site 
to teach students about 
environmental toxicology 

• Includes a city, farm, town, 
US Mexico border, and port 

• Links to web sites on 
environmental health 

http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/


Evaluating Online Health Information 

• Accuracy 

• Authority 

• Bias 

• Currency 

• Coverage 

• User Friendliness 

For further information: 

MedlinePlus, Guide to Healthy Web Surfing 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthywebsurfing.html  

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/healthywebsurfing.html


Promotionals 

Contact your region’s coordinator for more information. 



What’s next?  

• Stay tuned for more information 
about monthly webcasts 

• Contact your NN/LM coordinator 
for more information about 
training opportunities, 
membership or funding 

• Start exploring NLM resources 

http://nlm.nih.gov  

Reach your local Consumer Health Coordinator at: 

(800) 338-7657 

http://nlm.nih.gov/


Upcoming webcasts 
2010  

October      MedlinePlus: An Overview 

November    Teen Health Resources 

Dec ember    Healthy Lifestyles Resources 

 

2011  

January    Resources for Medication Safety 

February    Mental Health 

March  Healthy Aging  Resources 

April   Environmental Health Resources 

May    Complementary & Alternative Resources 

June    NLM, NN/LM and Funding Application Tips  

July   PHPartners.org Overview 

August    Health Disparities, Outreach & NLM Resource 
  Refresher 

 



Thank you! 
 

Questions? 

 
The National Network of Libraries of Medicine 

http://nnlm.gov 

1-800-338-7657 

http://nnlm.gov/
http://nnlm.gov/

