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March 11, 1992

M. Dan E. Briggs
3544 Jam son Wy
Castro Valley, California 94546

Dear M. Briggs:

This is in response to your Freedom of |Information Act
(FO A) appeal dated Cctober 14, 1991. On June 11, 1991 you
requested access to investigative naterials and correspondence
regardi ng the Fair Housing conplaint filed against you in Ford
vs. Briggs, Case No. 09-90-1531-1. 1In a letter dated Cctober 7,
1991 LaVera G llespie, Director, Ofice of Fair Housing and Equal
Qpportunity, San Franci sco Regional Ofice, provided you a copy
of the Final Investigation Report (FIR). In a followup letter
dat ed Novenber 1, 1991 Robert J. De Monte, Regional
Admi ni strator, advised that the FIR was all the information which
was avail able for release by the Departnent. Neither letter
nmentioned the existence of additional information fromthe
i nvestigation file nor provided you with your appeal rights under
the FO AL The San Francisco Regional Ofice advises that, since
you were the respondent in the case, they were treating your
request for information under Title VIII of the Cvil R ghts Act
of 1968 and not as a FO A request.

| have determined under the FO A to rel ease 107 pages of
docunentation fromthe investigation file. Certain docunents are
bei ng wi thhel d under applicabl e exenptions of the FO A as
fol | ows.

The foll owi ng docunents are being w thheld under
Exemptions 6 and 7(C), 5 U.S.C  552(b)(6),(7)(C, which
exenpt personal privacy information fromdisclosure: (1) the
conpl ai nant' s notes under Tab B, which contain numerous
references to other individuals; (2) information on the
conposition of the conplainant's famly, fromthe conplainant's
i nterview under Tab B; (3) a police report under Tab B4; and
(4) the HUD investigator's notes on the police report under
Tab BG6.

The foll owi ng docunents are being w thheld under the
del i berative process privilege of Exenption 5, 5 U.S.C
552(b) (5), which protects predecisional information involved in
t he deci sion-naking process: (1) a Menobrandumto the File dated
August 7, 1990 from Lynne Col eman, Investigator, Ofice of Fair
Housi ng and Equal Opportunity, San Franci sco Regional Ofice,



under Tab Il A; (2) Lynne Col eman's handwitten notes on phone
calls, under Tab I111B; (3) handwitten Notes to the File on the
investigator's discussions, by Lynne Col eman, under Tab I11B

(4) Compl eteness Checklist-Title VIII Cases, by Lynne Col erman,
dated August 1, 1990, under Tab I11C, (5) Conplaint |ntake
Checklist for Title VIIl Cases, dated May 31, 1990, with
handwitten notes, under Tab I11C (6) Conplaint Status Sheet
under Tab I11C and (7) handwitten notes of the investigator on
conducting the investigation of the case, under Tab |I1D.

In addition, the investigator's handwitten notes on phone

calls and di scussions in the case, under Tab I11B, are being
wi t hhel d under Exenption 3, 5 U S.C. 552(b)(3). Exenption 3
i ncorporates the disclosure prohibitions that are contained in
various other federal statutes. The Fair Housi ng Arendnents Act
of 1988, P.L. 100-430, anends Title VIl of the Gvil Rights Act
of 1968 to prohibit disclosure of information obtained in the
course of conciliation. 42 U S.C. 3610(d). See also, 24 CF.R

103.330. The investigator's handwitten notes and di scussions
pertain to matters involving conciliation of the case and, thus,
are exenpt from disclosure by the disclosure prohibitions of
Title VIII, as amended, as an Exenption 3 statute.

Pursuant to 24 CF.R 15.21 | have determ ned that the
public interest in protecting the deliberative process and
personal privacy mlitates against disclosure of the information
listed above.

Pl ease be advised that you are entitled to judicial review
of this determination under 5 U. S.C. 552(a)(4).

Very sincerely yours,

C.H A bright, Jr.
Princi pal Deputy General Counsel

Encl osur es



