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Buf fal o, New York 14207
Dear M.

Thi s responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FO A)
appeal dated Decenber 13, 1991. You appeal a denial of
information fromthe Buffalo Office. Specifically, Joseph B
Lynch, Manager, on Novenber 25, 1991 deni ed your request for two
docunents: (i) an inquiry to HUD that referenced your nane, and
(ii) aletter by HUD in response to that inquiry. These
docunents were w thheld pursuant to Exenption 6 of the FO A,

5 US C 552(b)(6).

After careful consideration of your request, | have
determned to affirm in part, and reverse, in part, the initia
deni al of the Buffalo Ofice.

Exemption 6 of the FO A protects information in nedical and
personnel files and "simlar files" the disclosure of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
The Suprene Court in Departnent of State v. Wshington Post,
456 U. S. 595 (1982), gave "simlar files" a broad neani ng under
Exenmption 6 to cover detailed Governnent records and files
concerning an individual, when such files can be identified as
applying to that individual. The Court made clear that any
identifiable information which "applies to a particul ar
i ndividual ," neets the threshold requirenment for Exenption 6
protection. Id. at 602

Si nce the docunments you requested contain information which
can identify the individual who has provided information to the
Departnment, the two documents were characterized as "sinilar
files," and properly wi thheld under Exenption 6

I n determ ning whet her personal information can be withheld
under Exenption 6, the public interest purpose for disclosure of
the informati on nust be bal anced agai nst the potential invasion
of privacy. The public interest, in the context of Exenption 6
is the interest of the overall public, not that of the individua
seeking the records for his or her own benefit. See, Wne Hobby,
USA, Inc., v. U S Internal Revenue Service, 502 F.2d 133 (3d
Cr. 1974).

One purpose of the exenption's protection is to encourage



private citizens to provide information to the governnent
concerni ng possible violations of aw. These individuals have a
strong interest in assuring that their identities are private and
confidential, as they nay be subject to retaliation or other
adverse action if their identities were disclosed. 1In addition
to preserving the confidentiality of the person invol ved
regardi ng the records which you requested, rel ease of the nane of
the individual would al so reveal personal information concerning
that person's eligibility for federally subsidi zed housing.
Therefore, consistent with federal law, we find a strong privacy
interest in withholding informati on which reveals the financia
status of individuals. See, Gegory v. Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp., 470 F.Supp. 1329 (D.D.C. 1979). For these reasons, we do
not find an overriding public interest for disclosure of this

i nf or mati on.

However, 24 C.F.R 15.21(b) provides that "any reasonabl e
segregabl e portion of a record shall be provided to any person
requesting such record after deletion of the portions which are
exenpt under this section.” The two letters in question discuss
certain information concerning you which is segregabl e and,
therefore, can be disclosed without revealing any persona
i nformati on which would divulge the identity of the source.
Accordingly, | have deternmined to rel ease copies of the two
docunents with information pertaining to the identity of the
aut hor of the letter redacted under Exenption 6. As to the
materi al deleted, | have deternined, pursuant to 24 C F.R

15.21, that the public interest in assuring the personal privacy
of individuals mlitates against release of the wi thheld
i nf ormati on.

In addition to the foregoing, | have determned to wthhold
the internal conplinentary copy and concurrence bl ocks of staff
personnel at the bottomof the letter dated August 6, 1991, under
the authority of Exenption 2 of the FOA 5 U S.C 552(b)(2) and
24 CF.R 15.21 (a)(2). These provisions exenpt adninistrative
data related solely to internal personnel rules and practices of
the Departnment from nmandatory di scl osure.

Encl osed are copies of the docunents with del etions as
i ndi cated above. Pl ease be advised that you have the right to
judicial review of this determ nation under 5 U.S. C. 552(a)(4).
Very sincerely yours,

C.H Al bright, Jr.
Princi pal Deputy General Counse

Encl osur e

cc: Joseph B. Lynch, Manager Buffalo Ofice



