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CHAPTER 4

BUI LDI NG DESI GN

400 GENERAL

400-1 BUI LDI NG DESI GN
Bui | di ng design shall provide for ease of circulation and
housekeepi ng, visual and auditory privacy, accident
protection, accessory services and econony in naintenance
and use of space.

401 SPACE PLANNI NG

401-1 NON- RESI DENTI AL  SPACES
Managenent and mai nt enance space shall be provided
comrensurate with the number of living units served
Al so, space shall be provided for necessary staff where
soci al services are provided.

401-2 BATHS

401-2.1 Every living unit shall be provided with a water closet,
| avatory and a bathtub or shower.

401-2.2 Shower conpartnent floors and walls shall be finished



with a wear resistant and non-absorbent surface to a
hei ght of not less than 6 ft. above the floor

402 ACCESS AND Cl RCULATI ON
402-1 DOORS AND OPENI NGS
402-1.1 Living Unit Doors
Living unit entrance doors shall be side-hinged doors not
less than 3 ft. in width and 6 ft. 8 in. in height.
4-3
1994
4910. 1
402-1.1 Living Unit Doors - Continued
402-1. 2 Locki ng devi ces at doors and wi ndows shall be as foll ows:
a. Each exterior doorway and each doorway | eading to
garage areas, comon hal |l ways, terraces, bal conies
or other areas affording easy access to the
premi ses shall be protected by a door which, if not
a sliding door, shall be equipped with a deadl ock
using either an interlocking vertical bolt and
striker, a mnimumof 1.2 in. throw dead bolt or a
mninmm1/2 in. throw sel f-locking dead | atch.
Locks shall not require the use of a key for
operation fromthe inside
b. Al sliding doors, first floor and basenment w ndows
and wi ndows openi ng onto stairways, fire escapes,
porches, terraces, bal conies or other areas
af fordi ng easy access to the prem ses shall be
equi pped with a | ocking device. A sliding door
used as a main or service entrance shall be
equi pped with a keyed | ocki ng devi ce.
402- 2 HANDRAI LS AND RAI LI NGS
Required railings shall have a m ni mum hei ght of 36
in. and balusters shall be designed to prevent the
passage of a spherical object having a diameter of
6 in.
402- 3 ELEVATORS
402-3.1 Servi ce Required

a. El evators shall be provided in buildings of:
(1) Five or nore stories

(2) Four stories where deened necessary by
the HUD Field Ofice to satisfy narket



consi der ati ons;
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402. 3-2 Servi ce or Combi nation El evators
In elevator type buildings, at |east one of the
el evators shall have a m ninum capacity of 2500 | bs
and mini mum size as required for service elevators
under 614-1.
403 VENTI LATI ON
403-1 CRAW. AND ATTI C SPACE
403-1.1 Craw Space
a. The space between the bottom of the floor
joists and the earth under any buil ding
(except such space as is occupied by a
basement or cellar) shall be provided with a
sufficient nunber of ventilating openings
through foundation walls or exterior walls to
ensure anple ventilation. Such openings shal
be covered with a corrosion-resistant wire
mesh with a mesh size not greater than 1/2 in.
nor less than 1/4 in. in any dinension. The
m ni mum net area of ventilating openings shal
not be less than 1 sq. ft. for each 150 sq.
ft. of crawl space area
403-1.1 Craw Space - Conti nued

One ventilating opening shall be within 3 ft. of
each corner of each buil ding where such openi ngs
are required.

Excepti ons: (1) Ventilation openings nmay be
vented to the interior of
bui | di ngs where warranted by
climatic conditions; and

(2) The total area of ventilation
openi ngs may be reduced to
1/1500 of the under floor area
where the ground surface is
treated with an acceptabl e
vapor retarder material, and
one such ventilation opening is
within 3 ft. of each corner of
said building. The vents nmay
have operabl e | ouvers.
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b. The under floor grade shall be cl eaned of all
vegetation and organic materi al
403-1.2 Attic Space
a. Cross ventilation shall be provided for each
separate space. Ventilation openings shall be
prot ected agai nst the entrance of rain and
SNow.
b. The ratio of the total net free ventilation
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area to the area of ceiling shall be not |ess
than 1/150, except that the ratio may be 1/300
if:

(1) A vapor retarder having a transni ssion
rate not exceeding one permis installed
on the warm side of the ceiling;

(2) Between 25 and 50 percent of the required
ventilating area is provided by vents
|l ocated in the eaves or cornices with the
bal ance of the required ventilation
provided by ventilators |ocated at |east
3'-0" above the vents in the eaves or
cornices; or

(3) The attic space is accessible and
suitable for future habitable roons or
wal | ed-of f storage spaces have at | east
50% of the required ventilating area
| ocated in the upper part of the
ventil ated spaces as near the high point
of the roof as practicable and above the
probabl e | evel of any future ceiling.
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