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Speaker 0    00:00:02    Hi, I am Claire Morehouse and I'm a community planning and development 

specialist in the Office of Community Planning and Development at HUD. I'm here with you today to 

learn about the new mapping tool for PRO Housing that allows you to search for priority geographies. 

I'm going to go ahead and turn off my camera as we navigate through the tool.  

You can access the tool by visifing HUD's PRO Housing webpage that I'm at now. Let's scroll down to find 

the tool. You can go ahead and press, OKAY. The tool is housed within HUD's Geospafial Data Storefront 

managed by HUD's Office of Policy Development and Research. To learn more about the tool, you can go 

ahead and click View Details.  

Scroll down, click Read more. So this page will give you a brief overview of the PRO Housing Compefifion 

and what we mean by a “Priority Geography”. PRO Housing applicafions will be awarded 10 points if 

their applicafion primarily serves a Priority Geography under the Need rafing category. Remember that a 

priority geography is about the locafion being served and does not mean what type of applicant you are. 

Eligible applicants are described in the Nofice of Funding Opportunity, or NOFO, and are state 

governments, county governments, city or township governments, metropolitan planning organizafions 

and mulfi-jurisdicfional enfifies. Let's get back to the mapping tool by clicking View applicafion.   

Speaker 0    00:02:03    So now that we're back at the applicafion, we're going to select the “i" bufton 

right here, which is very important, if you want to view the applicafion in full screen. Now you can see 

the splash page. This page will appear when you open the applicafion, and it gives you a liftle bit more 

informafion on HUD’s priority geographies and the background about the PRO Housing compefifion. 

Once you've read through it, you can go ahead and press Okay. Go ahead and X out of this. So when you 

view, uh open the applicafion after the splash, you're going to go ahead and see that you have on the left 

side an About widget and on the right side, or on the left side an About widget; and on the right side the 

Legend widget. The Legend widget shows the Place and County, um, priority geography shading: green 

and purple. And then on the left side you have the About widget, which talks you through how to use the 

applicafion.   

Speaker 0    00:03:10    Priority Geographies can be labeled as a place or county and are shown in this 

tool according to the geographic level as defined by the Census. In order to use the tool, you're going to 

use this Search bar at the top of the page to search for the locafion your applicafion is serving. The 

About widget also is going to tell you about all the other features of the tool: So you have the base map 

widget here, which we'll talk about a liftle bit later, as well as the layers widget, which allows you to 

toggle on and off the place and county layers. And the legend widget, which of course as we already 

discussed, tells you for “places” what is a priority geography and what is not—so if a place is shaded 

green, it is a priority geography. And if the county is shaded purple, it is also priority geography.   

Speaker 0    00:04:01    The About widget also refers you to resources such as the PRO Housing page, 

which we already were at when we first started this demo; the fiscal year 23 PRO Housing NOFO FAQ, 

which teaches you, uh, how to learn more about priority geographies and how they were calculated and 

the underlying data that drives this applicafion, as well as the US Census definifions of county and place. 

Keep in mind that priority geography threshold calculafions are done at the county and place level and 

applied respecfively to county and place applicants. So now that we've established the tool’s features, 

let's go ahead and do some searching.   
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Speaker 0    00:04:48    The first place we're going to search for is New York City. You can go in and it's 

going to give you a few different opfions, but we're going to go with New York City because that's the 

most precise. And the tool will automafically zoom to that locafion that you searched for. So as you can 

see, you're seeing a lot of green and purple. Let's go ahead and click on New York City. So as you can see 

when you expand the popup, New York City is confirmed to be a priority geography (1 equals a priority 

geography and zero is not a priority geography). For the county, one, uh, for the county, it is also a 

priority geography. So for New York City, they would receive the 10 points under the Need rafing factor. 

Now we're going to go ahead and search for Alexandria City, Virginia.   

Speaker 1    00:06:04    As you can see, Alexandria city is shaded purple. This is because the city is not a 

priority geography, but the county is. We can confirm, we can confirm this by selecfing the layer and 

opening up the pop-up. Take a look. So the county is a priority geography, but the city is not. So what 

does this mean in terms of your applicafion? So, remember we said earlier that if a locafion, if the 

locafion your applicafion is serving is shaded for either the place or county layer, it is a priority 

geography. So because the applicafion is serving this locafion, Alexandria City would receive 10 points 

under the Need rafing factor.   

Speaker 1    00:06:55    Let's go look at an example for a county that is a priority, but a city that is not 

when the boundaries don't perfectly align, like in Alexandria. Alright, so, so as you can see, Cleveland is 

shaded purple. Let's expand the pop-up. So, Cleveland City is not a priority geography status, but 

Cuyahoga County is. So even though the city of Cleveland and Cuyahoga County have different 

boundaries, Cleveland City, if the, if the applicafion is serving that locafion would sfill receive the 10 

points under the need rafing factor because the applicafion is serving Cuyahoga, Cuyahoga County as 

well.   

Speaker 1    00:07:54    Lastly, let's navigate to Ausfin, Texas to check out how we can use the base map 

widget. So, say I was crafting my applicafion and I wanted to ground myself in the area of Ausfin. I can go 

ahead and I can switch off the place in county layers. And say I want to look at the satellite imagery for 

Ausfin. You can go ahead and turn on the satellite imagery and navigate around to places that are 

familiar to you. And you can go back and toggle the place and county layers on. And that's it.  

Thank you for watching this demo. And if you have any quesfions about this tool or PRO Housing 

interested applicants may submit quesfions on the NOFO to the following email address CDBG-

PROHousing@HUD.gov. Thank you.  

 

 


