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OFFICE OF HEALTHY HOMES AND
LEAD HAZARD CONTROL

AI'T grant rounds.

Dear Lead-Based Pai nt Hazard Control G antee:

The purpose of this letter is to clarify the Ofice of Healthy
Homes and Lead Hazard Control’s (OHHLHC) policy regarding the m ni mum
| ead hazard control requirenents for grantees that provide | ead hazard
control assistance to nulti-fam |y housing that has at |east one
ineligible unit.

Wiile this Ofice strongly recommends that an entire buil ding be
treated in order to elimnate all |ead hazards, we recognize that this
is not always possible. Title X of The Housi ng and Conmmunity
Devel opment Act of 1992 exenpts certain units from assi stance under
the Lead Hazard Control Gant Program zero-bedroomunits; units for
the elderly; and units receiving project-based federal assistance.
This is in addition to the requirenent that the housing nust be
privately owned housing built before 1978, and occupi ed by | owincone
owners or renters. However, anendnents to Title X allow for
buildings with 5 or nore units to have up to 20 percent of the units
occupied by famlies with i ncones above 80 percent of the area medi an
income and still receive assistance for all units.

If a grantee provides funding for selected eligible units in
multi-famly housing, then the grantee is required to performlead
hazard eval uation and control activities in the eligible units, in the
common areas servicing those units, including the bare soil around the
bui I ding perinmeter and play areas, and on the exterior painted
surfaces with | ead-based pai nt hazards. G antees can use |ead hazard
grant funds for these conmon areas and exterior surfaces. For this
notice, a common area is defined as an area of a residential property
that is available for use by occupants of nore than one dwelling unit,



such as hal I ways and stairways servicing the eligible units, exterior
ainted surfaces of the building, and the bare soil around the
uilding perinmeter and play areas. A commobn area services a unit if
it is reasonably expected to be used by occupants of the unit. Al of
the treated areas nust pass cl earance exani nati ons.

We are concerned that ineligible units may be occupi ed by very
young children exposed to | ead hazards. In addition, there renmains a
danger that | ead dust fromthe untreated units will mgrate to the
treated units. Therefore, the OHHLHC strongly encourages all grantees
to obtain alternative funding through such sources as HOVE, Conmunity
Devel opnment Bl ock Grants, or other state and | ocal government prograns
as well as private-sector sources to finance | ead hazard contro
activities in the ineligible units.

If you have any questions, coments, or concerns regarding

conﬁliance w th these requirenents, please contact your Governnent
Techni cal Representative.

Si ncerely yours,

Y e

Ellis G Goldman
Director, D vision of Program
Managenent



