                      CHAPTER 1.  INTRODUCTION

1-1. PURPOSE.  The Lead-Based Paint Poisoning Prevention Act, P. L.

93-151, as amended, requires that procedures be established for

notifying purchasers and tenants of housing built prior to 1950

which is covered by an application for mortgage insurance or

housing assistance payments.  In addition, the Act gives the

Secretary the discretion to apply these procedures to such

housing which may present a hazard.  The Secretary has adopted a

1978 construction cut-off date for this notification requirement

since there is evidence from the 1986 Abt Report that such

housing may contain lead-based paint.

1-2. APPLICABILITY.

a.   This Handbook applies to PHA owned lower income housing

     projects, including Turnkey III, Mutual Help and conveyed

     Lanham Act and Public Works Administration projects, and to

     Section 23 Leased Housing Bond-Financed projects.

b.   This Handbook does not apply to projects under the Section

     23 Leased Housing Non Bond-Financed Program, the Section

     10(c) Leased Housing Program, and the Section 23 and

     Section 8 Housing Assistance Payments Programs.

1-3. AUTHORITY.  See the current HUD regulations, 24 CFR 35.5(a) and

(b), 905.107(f) and 965.703(a) and (b).

1-4. DEFINITIONS.

a.   Abate/abatement or treat/treatment means to eliminate

     identified lead based paint hazard(s) from a surface.

b.   Applicable surface means all exterior surfaces of a

     residential structure, up to five feet from the floor or

     ground, such as a wall, stairs, deck, porch, railing,

     window, or doors, which are readily accessible to children

     under 7 years of age and all interior surfaces of a

     residential structure.

c.   Child/children means public and Indian housing tenants and

     members of applicant families under 7 years of age.
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d.   Chewable surfaces means protruding painted surfaces up to

     five feet from the floor or ground, which are readily

     accessible to children under 7 years of age, e.g.,

     protruding corners, windowsills and frames, and other

     protuding woodwork.

e.   Defective paint surface means paint on applicable surfaces

     that is cracking, scaling, chipping, peeling or loose.

f.   Elevated blood lead level (EBL) means an excessive

     absorption of lead, that is a confirmed concentration of

     lead in whole blood of 25 micrograms of lead per deciliter

     of whole blood (25ug/dl) or greater.

g.   Homebuyer means a member or members of a lower-income

     family who has/have executed a Turnkey III Homebuyer

     Ownership Opportunity Agreement or a Mutual Help and

     Occupancy Agreement with a local Public Housing Agency

     (PHA).

h.   Homeowner means a homebuyer who has acquired title to

     his/her home.

i.   Lead-based paint means a painted surface, whether or not

     defective, identified as having a lead content greater than

     or equal to 1.0 mg/cm2.
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